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Joining the dots: Improving your skills

Guidance Notes

This activity focuses on reflection, problem solving and research skills. Students will undertake activities that
will help them to be more creative and innovative and have a better understanding of where these skills are
used in various careers in the Creative Sector.

The Challenge:

This resource aims to support students in evaluating

their personal skills and attributing these to future

career options within the Creative Sector. To begin with,
students should spend time understanding the meaning

of each top key skill, from communication to time management.
It's important that they understand these skills in order to
ey prrepePmr— successfully progress through the activity.

Your creative skills map

Your creative oty
skills map
= Vi \ In order to quickly evaluate their own skills, students will rank
Y themselves out of 8 based on how confident they feel about
% 8 each key skill. This task should leave them with a clearer idea of
the areas that will require more attention. If students are
5\ /” working with a printed version, they can join up the dots.

Your interests and values

Your interests

and values

For this stage, students need to think about themselves and
their values. They should answer each question provided,
thinking about their school experience and socialising choices.

This will start to form a better picture of the type of Creative
e e Sector career that might be right for them.
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Skill activity inspiration
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Creative career opportunities

This is where research comes into play. Now that students
understand their skillset and interests a bit more, they should
spend time researching a wide variety of creative career options
and settling on three that spark their interest (there are website
links to use for this research).

Once they have chosen three careers, they need to make a note
of the three top skills needed when applying for the roles.
Finally, they should look back at their skills map, identify the
skills they have just made a note of and add their ranking score
to the table. This should enable them to see, for the job roles
they selected, which skills are the most important and which
of these skills they need to improve on in order to achieve

that career.

Connecting the dots

It's now time to bring everything together. Students should now
make a note of the skill that they need to focus on in order to
successfully progress towards a career that interests them. Using
the ‘Skill Activity Inspiration’ page, students should come up
with ways that they can perfect their least confident skill.



